From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: GALBRAITH CHRISTOPHER <99galbra@lab.cc.wmich.edu> 
Subject: 2-6JS6C for sale 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509191238.C22785-0100000@grog> 


Here's what's left of the sweep tubes... 


(2) 63S6C, Zenith NOS, both measure 110% transconductance, matching dates 
(if it matters).... 


AES wants $30 a pop, but I'm just a hobbyist :), so make me an offer on 
both, or I'd trade for tubes I need like 6L6GC/7851A/KT66/77/88, 71A (or 
171A), 6B4G, 6SN7GTB, others? 


73, Chris KA8WFC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 

From: doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com (DENNIS DOONAN X6916 (KG9DO) ) 
Subject: Ameco VHF, Books, mags for sale 

Message-ID: <9509191355.AA04916@etn. com> 


For Sale. Prices do not include shipping charges. 


AMECO: 
2: CN VHF nuvistor converters 
1: PS-1 Power supply 
2: PV pre-amps 
$30 takes it all. I have not tried any of it, but it all 
appears clean. Sorry, no documentation. 


BOOKS: 

Starting and Operating a Profitable Electrical or Radio Business 
(Coyne, 1945) hard back, dust jacket, fair-to-good 
condition $1.50 

Establishing and Operating an Electrical Appliance and Radio 
Shop (U.S. Dept. o£ Commerce, 1946) paper, $2.50 

Everybody's Radio Manual (Popular Science, 1944) good, hard 
bound, $5.00 

TM1-455 Electrical Fundamentals (1941), paper, $2.50 

Principles of Electricity (Campbell, about 1935??) small, 
thin paperbound pamphlet (10 cent series), $1.50 

Frequency Modulation (John Rider, 1942) hard bound, 
fair-to-good condition, $4.50 

Communications Engineering (Everitt, 1937) hard back, some 
stains on back edge and cover. $5.00 

Radio-TV Experimenter, all with wear on spines 


1964, Oct 


1965, April 
1966, April, October 
$1.25 each. 


QST misc. issues going back to the early 1920s. Condition varies 
from fair to good to fine. Some have a mildew smell, some have loose 
covers, etc. Some are like new. Prices are in the $1.00 to $3.50 
range. Please send wants. I have about 100 of these--they are all 
doubles from my collection. 


73 de Dennis, KG9DO doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: ATD and Command Sets Together? 

Message-ID: <950919145735_71333.144_DHQ67-4@CompuServe. COM> 


Is anyone aware of any Navy aircraft configuration that used the ATD transmitter 
for liaison and the ARC-5 command sets for, well, command? 


Also, is anyone aware of a commonly used receiver with the ATD? BC-348 maybe? 


Any and all help and/or leads appreciated. 
Thanks. 

Don, N3RHT 

71333 .144@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu 

Subject: Re: B+ with headphones 

Message-ID: <199509191354. JAA13824@ccO5du.unity.ncsu.edu> 


> Another question: I was planning on building a tube regen set, 

>and most of the designs I see place B+ on one side of the phones. Now, 

>how dangerous is this, exactly? I don't remember seeing a lot of ARRL 
>Handbook warnings about electrocution, and I assume the plastic housing would 
>protect you from coming in contact with B+ anywhere on the phones. I 

>may still use a transformer, just to be safe! 


I myself would use a transfomer just to be safe. 


VV VV VV VV VV 


This is a fundamental question that should be pondered a bit. 


1. As a rule of thumb, anything up to 67.5 volts is fine on the tin cans. 
That is below the about 80 volts that becomes electrocutive to humans. 
I am not a medical doctor, but that is the value I have run across 
over the years as being the minimum voltage that generically could 
cause electrocution. 


2. As a rule of thumb, always use a transformer to couple to tin cans if 
the B+ is 90 volts and larger. Also, since most folks are not using 
true high impedance tin cans, but probably 600 ohm things, a transformer 
is appropriate under all conditions for 600 ohm and lower fones. 


3. As a rule of thumb, many regenerators work well at 45 volts on the plate, 
and many with as little as 12 volts. I my hands, I find 36 volts gives 
the best plate response for simple triode regenerators. Most commercial 
regenerators used no more than 90 volts on the detectors, even with 
pentodes, etc. Most commercial triode regenerators from the early days 
used 22.5 or 45 volts on the plates. I have played with circuits that 
regenerated fine on 6 volts using things like 76's or 27's. You just 
have to know how much feedback to give, for a given plate voltage. 

The things listed in the average schematics of the era for amateur use 
with high plate voltages need about 50% more feedback turns to work 
properly on low voltages. 


4. As a rule of thumb, an audio section with one or two stages and 45 to 
67.5 volts on the plate give no clearly discernable less ooooompf in 
the ears than do up to 135 volts on the thing. Most signals will come 
in as loud on 67.5 volts as they do on higher voltages. Hence, I would 
offer that running higher voltages on regenerators is unnecessary. You 
would be better off putting more oompf in the antenna than on the plates. 


With all that in mind, if your voltages are 67.5 or less, don't worry about 
it. If they are higher, worry about it and transformer or impedance couple 
to the tin cans. 


Good Luck/Bob/NA4G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com 

Subject: BC-221-AH INFO 

Message-ID: <950919093151_103184678@emout05.mail.aol.com> 


Hi Gang, 


A while back I sold a BC-221 Freq Meter. I mentioned that the modification 
information was in with the package as well. I got many requests as to what 


the information included. After doing some looking, I have the answers. It 
seems that Air Force Mars made a lot of these available to various wings 
around the country. They also wanted to make them easier to use, as well as 
extend their Range. So they developed several mods to increase stability, 
to give a visual indicator using a 6E5 tuning eye tube and circuitry to make 
the unit function up to 200mHz. The manual developed to do the mods as well 
as the original manual for the BC-221-AH as of early 1945 is there as well. 
I would be glad to make the whole package, with the calibration charts, 
available for $15.00, postage included, to anyone who is interested. 


Thanx, 


KIM 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: BC-221-J for LM Trade? 

Message-ID: <950919145417_71333.144_DHQ67-3@CompuServe. COM> 


I recently picked up a BC-221-J frequency meter in a black wrinkle metal case 
with aircraft shock mount and some little black box sticking out of the back. 
It is in beutifil shape but for some light finger wear on the tuning knob. 

It apparently has a non-original AC supply inside because a line cord is poking 
out of an apparently non-original 1/8" hole. 


Three pin jacks on the rear lower edge may not be original either but you 
wouldn't 
see them unless you looked hard. 


Anyway I love the look of this thing but it ain't a great match for my ARC-5 
station (genuine Navy black). So if anyone has a real Navy LM meter that 

would be a correct match for my ARC-5 station, with shock mount and in comparable 
condition, then I would like to trade. 

I do not want to sell it. I'll keep it if I can't find the correct LM version. 
Thanks. 

Don, N3RHT 

71333 .144@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: berg stephen erik <z931086@corn.cso.niu.edu> 

Subject: Re: Cobalt-60... Yikes 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509181912 .A28181-0100000@corn.cso.niu.edu> 


Don't fly off the handle Jim. If all of these old clunker radios are 
death traps, how do we wind up with a flourishing QCWA? 


73, 


Steve WA9JML 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: kizat@bah.com 

Subject: Congressional Yard Sale 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950918221055 .11532B-100000@boo0z.bah. com> 


This past weekend there was an article in the Washington 
Post that spoke about a Congressional Yard Sale. Some of 
the boxes to be sold contain "What appears to be vacuum 
tubes" as the Post article put it. Might be interesting 
to drop around to 120 Canal Str this coming Saturday 
(9/23) and have a look, maybe someone will find that 

type 24 they've been looking for for the last 10 years.. 


jd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 

From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk> 

Subject: Re: CQ DX de KA1G 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509191604 .A2805-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk> 


T 


On Tue, 19 Sep 1995, Andy Wallace wrote: 


> I don't know if this would spark some conversation or not, 

> but I have a question. There seem to be lots of people on 

> the BA list that aren't in the USA, yet most of the talk 

> around here comes from there. 

you are right ! Hi 

> 

> What do you people "outside of the USA" do with boatanchors? I 
> am genuinely curious. Possible discussion might be: 

> 

> -- the kind of things available where you are. 


Very little, and therefore prices are higher than "over there" in general. 


> -- what kind of stuff was surplus in YOUR country after WWII. 

I grew up in Norway. We had 1/2 million German troops during the war and 
the country was full of their Mil.gear, wexcept all the nice things the 
British Army blew up, before the Norwegians could stop them. 

> -- what seems to be the "favorite" brand. None 

> -- what sort of stuff is very scarce. 

Japanese WW2 equipment. and now almost any WW2 British and German. Still 
some US stuff around. 


> -- how much homebrewing is done, and what kind. NMot much these days. 


> -- the difficulty -- or ease -- of finding tubes. No big problem. 


> -- whether or not you think boatanchors are expensive where you are 
Compared to USA, YES 
> -- whether you can find local boatanchor friends 


There is a club for antique radio collectors in Norway with members in 
the other Nordic countries. Also in UK and Germany.> 


73 Rag OZ8RO also LASHE. 


If you are bashful, you can reply in e-mail, but I think the List 
might enjoy your comments. And yes, I would include Canada in 
this question, because I've never been to a Canadian hamfest. 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


VV VV VV MV 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: CQ DX de KA1GTT 

Message-ID: <9509190921.AA01116@kali> 


I don't know if this would spark some conversation or not, 
but I have a question. There seem to be lots of people on 
the BA list that aren't in the USA, yet most of the talk 
around here comes from there. 


What do you people "outside of the USA" do with boatanchors? I 
am genuinely curious. Possible discussion might be: 


-- the kind of things available where you are 

-- what kind of stuff was surplus in YOUR country after WWII 

-- what seems to be the "favorite" brand 

-- what sort of stuff is very scarce 

-- how much homebrewing is done, and what kind 

-- the difficulty -- or ease -- of finding tubes 

-- whether or not you think boatanchors are expensive where you are 
-- whether you can find local boatanchor friends 


If you are bashful, you can reply in e-mail, but I think the List 
might enjoy your comments. And yes, I would include Canada in 
this question, because I've never been to a Canadian hamfest. 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: RE: CQ DX de KA1GTT 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950919124246.jproc@> 


>What do you people "outside of the USA" do with boatanchors? I 
>am genuinely curious. Possible discussion might be: 


Andy, 
Here are some comments regarding the situation is Canada: 
>-- the kind of things available where you are 


In the vicinity of Toronto, there are three major flea markets each year 
usually held on the first Saturday of the month: 


Pickering, Ont. - held in April 
Milton, Ont - held in July 
Newmarket, Ont - held in November 


There are other large flea markets scattered across the country and spread 
out between spring and fall. In attendence at all flea markets are new 
amateur radio gear dealers and an army of people selling old computer junk. 
In my opinion, most of this PC hardware is garbage and only serves to pollute 
the show. To the fleamarket organizers of course, these are cash cows. 


In the way of BA's, many Hallicrafters and Hammarlund receivers of various 
model types make their regular appearance in various quantities at all flea 
markets and including antique radios. To generalize, one might find the same 
types of equipment as reported by various US members of the group. Prices are 


generally not outrageous, and anyone from the US puchasing Canadian BA's 
would find it especially attractive if the rate of exchange is considered. 


Around Toronto, there are three stores which sell surplus radio gear and 
instrumentation, however, I'm not aware if there are similar stores in other 
parts of Canada. I would have to type cast them as ‘'diluted' versions of Fair 
Radio Sales, less the mail order service. As an example, an R390 might go for 
$265 US here. I've seen R392's (less meters) sell for $260 Cdn funds. A 

Racal RA-17 went for $400 Cdn. Based on some of the prices that I've seen 
posted by various members of the group, I might conclude that we get a much 
better deal on BA's on this side of the border. 


>-- what kind of stuff was surplus in YOUR country after WWII 


Don't know - I'm not old enough, however, I do remember quite a bit of 
surplus British gear floating around some of the surplus haunts in Hamilton 
Ontario during the 1960's. Someone sold me a piece of gear for $8 and told me 
I could convert it to an oscilloscope. After some research, I found out that 
it was the CRT display for and only part of the British GEE radio positioning 
system from World War 2. Needless to say, it was not practical to do any 
conversion and the expenditure of $8 from my newspaper route earnings was a 
big investment in that time. 


>-- what seems to be the "favorite" brand 
If I had to generalize, it would have Collins, Hammarlund and Hallicrafters. 
>-- what sort of stuff is very scarce 


That's hard to say. The only thing that's scarce is the piece that you are 
trying to locate at any given moment in time. :-) 


On the flip side of the coin, collecting British #19 sets is probably the 
prevalent BA activity in Canada. These sets can be found ranging from $50 to 
$400 in price depending upon condition, completeness, accessories and spares. 


>-- how much homebrewing is done, and what kind 

I would have to say that homebrewing is limited to antennas, and accessory 
devices suchs as power supplies for riceboxes, keyers and station controls. 
QST is subscribed my many Canadian hams, so whatever appears there is fair 
game in the way of hombrew. 


>-- the difficulty -- or ease -- of finding tubes 


This would rate as easy in my book. Used receiving tubes typically sell for 
$2 each. When we are stuck, there's always Antique Radio Supply as a backup. 


>-- whether or not you think boatanchors are expensive where you are 


Overall, I would say no. There's always someone at a flea market who wants 
too much money for something, but I have never witnessed a foreigner with a 
wheel barrel of cash offering to purchase anything above asking price. 


>-- whether you can find local boatanchor friends 


There are some people in Toronto and vicinity who are into BA's, but overall, 
its like trying to find water in the desert. Personally, I only know 4 other 

people across Canada (outside of this group) whom I would consider serious BA 
players. 


Regards, 

Jerry Proc, VE3FAB 

Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 
Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Re: Dial drum needed 

Message-ID: <9509190448 .AAQ0918@kal1i> 


----- Begin Included Message ----- 


From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
Subject: Dial drum needed 


I think "dial cord drum" is the right term - you know, that pulley 
type thingie that is often found on revr tuning caps and which has the 
ends of the dial cord attached to it in some manner that can never be 
replicated except with great difficulty and many curses. 

You know, the circular widget where that spring jumped from, the one 
you never found but which is probably lurking in the depths of some 
other radio you had on the bench at the time.... 

----- End Included Message ----- 


If you just need the spring (doubt it), Radio Shack sells 
replacement dial cord, with three springs included, for 99c. I 


can't find the darn thing in the catalog now, but I bought one there 
earlier this year. Had enough cord to restring both halves of the 
S-38B. 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: Drake R4A tube question 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950918195708 .27148A-100000@iglou> 


Recently I obtained this R4A. Someone has replaced the 12BY6 RF amplifier 
with a 6AK5. She even went to the trouble of marking out the tube number 
and replacing it with 6AK5. This tells me it was deliberate. No changes 
were made underneath and there is still 12.6 V on the filament. 
Amazingly, the tube isn't real bright. Recption is rather weak and all 
the tubes test good. Alignment hasn't helped. Does anyone know if this 
was an acceptable mod? Will replacing this tube with the correct one 
boost the gain? Any ideas? 


Steve 
n41lq@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: "Tom Taylor" <tom_taylor@taligent.com> 

Subject: Drake TR-3 Status 

Message-ID: <n1400681828.41638@taligent.com> 


The TR-3 I acquired several months ago is actually working, or at least 
limping along. It had an audio problem with static crashes independent 
of the volume control. I solved part of the problem by fixing a broken 
resistor lead and cleaning the tube sockets. The problem still persists, 
however, and I'm going to try replacing the audio output tube's cathode 
resistor with a new one. 


The second and more serious problem was that the radio would not transmit. 
In "tune" mode, no amount of tweaking to the RF drive, tune, load controls 
would raise the plate current above idling current. I finally built an 

RF probe and was able to get the balanced modulator tuned close enough 

to the "sweet spot" that I was able to complete the transmitter alignment 
following the manual's directions. 


Trying to follow the directions for neutralizing the finals is hard. First 


of all, the manual says to be careful about leaving the radio in tune mode 
with full power for more than a few seconds. The neutralizing instructions 
say (approximately) to key the radio, simultaneously dipping the plate 

back and forth while reaching around the chassis and tweaking the neutralizing 
capacitor so that both dip in the same place with maximum power output. 

Trying 

to do all that, looking at both a wattmeter and the plate meter, under a few 
seconds is on the hairy edge of doable. Clearly, I'm going to have to take 

a correspondence course from the Columbia School of Radio Alignment :-) 


The radio only puts out 70 or 80 watts on 40 meters. Now that I've had the 
practice and the radio is somewhat aligned, I'm going to make another pass 
through the alignment procedures and see if that will increase the power 
output. 


I've worked a couple of different people on 40 cw. As people have mentioned, 
the TR-3 is clearly not a dream CW rig. You've got to manually switch the 
radio from receive to CW in order to transmit. Furthermore, there's no RIT... 
which brings me to another problem I'm having. From what I've read, the TR-3 
should transmit cw so that the operator tunes in a station, transmits, and the 
other station should hear the transmission at approximately the same tone. My 
TR-3 appears to transmit a few kc's below the receiver. Both stations that 
answered my CQ called me lower than my frequency. With no RIT, I had to 
manually tune the radio and throw the rig into transmit at every crossover 
(and then back again when it was my turn to listen). Tuning another radio to 
the same frequency as the TR-3 and then transmitting 

with the TR-3, I found that indeed, I was transmitting lower than the 
receiver. 


The TR-3 uses an oscillator tuned to 9 mhz. I can easily pick that up with 
another receiver. When switching to CW to transmit, the 9 mhz oscillator is 
shifted to 9.001 mhz. I can pick up the shift in the other receiver, too. I 
don't know why the transmitter is "off." Any clues? 


On a completely different boatanchor front, I picked up an HP 618b "SHF" 
Signal generator at the Halted once-a-year sale on Saturday. They had a 

big pile of boatanchors, mostly of the IBM PC variety, selling for 49 cents 
a pound. I saw the HP 618B. It looked like it had been used as a wheel 
chock for the tread of a tank. I hefted it over to the scale and it weighed 
in a little less than a hundred pounds -- nearly $45 dollars worth. I told 
the guy I'd give him twenty bucks for it. He said ok. I was hoping that it 
would have something in common with the 606A I just got and that maybe I'd 
be able to get some spare parts and tubes out of it. 


When I got it home, the first thing I did was plug it in and turn it on :-) 
The lights came on, the output power meter showed power. Without a 

ghz frequency counter, there's no way for me to know if it really works. 

I pulled the cover off and the inside was still in good condition. There 


are lots of tubes, a couple of big power transformers, and a bank of oil 
filled 

capacitors. I looked around for a block of lead (after all, it weighed almost 
a hundred pounds), but couldn't find one. I guess there's twenty bucks worth 
of parts there, in case I can't tune up my microwave oven. :-) 


Tom Taylor aa6br 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Subject: Estate Sale (was: Radioactivity Hazard) 

Message-ID: <9509190744.aa11021@jackatak.theporch.com> 


Jim (and the gang) - 


> To all those asking for an invite to my estate sale, now that I may have 
> exposed myself to Cobalt-60: 

You are forgetting something REAL important here.... way back when, 

before everyone became aware of the hazards of exposure, there were 
dangers like this around all over and Hams still lived to become 

grumpy old men (and a few women ;%) 


The hazards that you have been exposed to is probably FAR LESS 
dangerous and injurious to your health than all the effort expended 
WORRYING about it! 


This may well be like the calories that disappear from chocolate cake 
right after exercising... 


> GET TO THE BACK OF THE LINE! 

Anyone bringing a hibatchi? Charcoal? BA Cookout while we wait! ;%) ;%) 

73 

Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;4%) 
- - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 

firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com Saar listown@jackatak.theporch.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: red@redpoll.mrfs.oh.us (Richard E. Depew) 
Subject: Execution failed 

Message-ID: <9509181951.AA24792@redpoll.mrfs.oh.us> 


Message from UUCP on redpoll Mon Sep 18 19:51:12 1995 


Execution request failed: 
rmail mirage!pamars 
There was no output on standard error 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: "Robert M. Bratcher Jr." <bratcher@krypton.netropolis.net> 
Subject: re:Fair R390 & Simplex frequency 

Message-ID: <199509182023 .UAA14505@krypton.netropolis.net> 


> 

>Date: Mon, 18 Sep 1995 08:17:58 -1000 (HST) 

>From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu> 

>To: DENNIS DOONAN X6916 <doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com> 

>Cc: Multiple recipients of list <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

>Subject: Re: Fair R390 & Simplex frequency 

>Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950918081451.10535B-100000@kahuna> 

> 

>My vote for a ‘talk-in' frequency is 1825 kHz CW. We'll certainly 

>be easy to spot with a 50 foot vertical whip attached to our backs 

>(or trailing behinds us in our little red "Radio Racer" wagon). 

> 

>Jeff NH6IL 

Ahh... A Low Band HF man after my own heart! I never use VHF/UHF frequencies 
myself. Prefer to stay on HF! Do a LOT of AM on 75 along with some sideband 
& CW on other bands. My first Xmitter & reciever as a teen (General class 
then) was Collins ART-13 with a 75A-2. Got em both for $5 at a Houston 
Amateur Radio Club (now long gone,the club that is) auction. Seems in 1974 
no one in that room wanted the 2 pieces of equipment so I got them for a 
STEAL. Did a lot of CW back then until 1982 when I got a Hallicrafters 
SR2000 because the sidebanders didn't seem to like someone on AM. So with 
the mid 60's Halli I went sideband. Found a KW-1 2 years ago and promptly 
got back on my favorite mode, AM! Now at 36 I'm an Extra enjoying all my 
Boatanchors. Buy what I can afford like everybody else. One day I'll post my 
"Want List" to the digest. 


Robert M. Bratcher Jr. 
E-mail to: 
bratcher@netropolis.ner 
Beam me up Scotty! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com (DENNIS DOONAN X6916 (KG9DO) ) 
Subject: Fair Radio R390 part 2 

Message-ID: <9509182149 .AA01771@etn. com> 


OK gang, 

I recind my offer to drive to Fair to pick through the pile of 
reconditioned R390s. 

I talked to them this morning. Yes they have them, they are with 
meters and covers. There is no choice of manufacturers. They are 
"checked". There is not even a pile of them. 

If you phone in an order, they "will get one ready". There is only 
2 "ready" now. That means that if you show up at the store, there 
may not be any there for the $525 price. At most, there may be only 
2 to choose from--if you are lucky. 

As much as I want a nice working R390, for that price they could at 
least promise to pick a Collins or Motorola or whatever. Looks liek 
another attempt at shooting up the prices--worked last time. 

Sorry for the soap box, but where does the price war stop. 

'Nuf said. 

73 de Dennis, KG9DO doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: harlan@csoa1.ENET.dec.com 

Subject: RE: Fair radio R390 part 2 

Message-ID: <9509191536.AA10911@us2rmc.zko.dec.com> 


Yo',Yous 


Extracted Mail From Dennis. 


>OK gang, 

> I recind my offer to drive to Fair to pick through the pile of 
>reconditioned R390s. 

> I talked to them this morning. Yes they have them, they are with 
>meters and covers. There is no choice of manufacturers. They are 
>"checked". There is not even a pile of them. 

> If you phone in an order, they "will get one ready". There is only 
>2 "ready" now. That means that if you show up at the store, there 
>may not be any there for the $525 price. At most, there may be only 
>2 to choose from--if you are lucky. 


IMHO By "Ready" they mean removed from transit container, Raped of 
the tools manuals and working spares, evaluated for shipping damage 
and functionality. 


> As much as I want a nice working R390, for that price they could at 
>least promise to pick a Collins or Motorola or whatever. Looks liek 


>another attempt at shooting up the prices--worked last time. 
> Sorry for the soap box, but where does the price war stop. 
> 'Nuf said. 

>73 de Dennis, KG9DO doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com 


The meaning of reconditioned may also be misleading. Reconditioned 
in the Military sense may be nothing more than meeting original specs 
(which werent all that great. 1-4 uV AM sens!) and having some kid 
grind down the front panel scratches and paint them with whatever 
shade of grey they have on hand. IMHO the only thing that reconditioned 
would assure you of is the units were probably stored in a dry place. 


As far as selecting a certain manufacturer, thats really hit and 
miss and I dont blame them for not doing it. The modular design of 
the radio and the structure of 1st,2nd and 3rd echelon maintainance 
in the military makes it that way. If they sold you a Collins and you 
found an EAC audio deck in it what would you do? Get mad? Demand a 
refund? Want a different rig? Probably not, but there are those kinds 
of people out there and it only takes one @#$hole to ruin your day. 


As for the price, If they had 40 of em and all are gone in a week 
they probably think the price was to LOW! However from our point of view 
paying a premium price should IMHO entitle the payee a premium product 
and service. Unfortunatly a "stock" R390A is a bit lame, and the boys 
at Fair are a bit to busy. As a matter of fact I imagine if the price 
was any lower a million-and-one "Dickheads" would be buying them up 
just to rape the meters out of em! 


My R390A "strategy" is to buy a couple three "Complete as is" units. 
All 390A's HALF TO HAVE the AGC mod done. All 390A's HALF TO HAVE the 
Ballast tube Solid Stated. Furthermore if it (and it will) has the 
stagger tuned IF's for 16khz BW. that needs to be corrected. I dont 
mind not having a dozen radioactive meters beaming at me all day! 


I sincerly hope that my appreciation of these "Most Excellent" 
recievers has not been buried under my "Practical approach". But its 
the only way I can get any satisfaction. 


"R390A's,For the Bucks, anything else Sucks" 


Dan Harlan N8ETQ 
Cleve. ,Oh. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: pmills@cyberhouse.com (Phil Mills) 

Subject: RE: Fair radio R390 part 2 

Message-ID: <199509191821 .NAA20200@ns.cyberhouse. com> 


> I talked to them this morning. Yes they have them, they are with 
>>meters and covers. There is no choice of manufacturers. They are 
>>"checked". There is not even a pile of them. 

>> If you phone in an order, they "will get one ready". There is only 
>>2 "ready" now. That means that if you show up at the store, there 
>>may not be any there for the $525 price. At most, there may be only 
>>2 to choose from--if you are lucky. 

> 


I've only placed one order to Fair....and got what I reasonably expected 
which was not great but okay. About a year ago they advertised in 

QST and CQ that they had 30S1 amps for sale. Since I had been lusting 
after one and not found one reasonably locally, I decided to order one. 
If I remember correctly, the price was $995 less final tube. When I 
called to place the order, the person on the other end did not even 

know they had any....I had to explain to him that they were advertised 
in two major amateur radio publications. Also, while processing the 
order, I had to tell him the shipping weight specified in the ad! 
Certainly not impressive .... 


Anyway, I think the unit I received was worth the price with a quite a 

bit of cosmetic damage that was fairly easily repaired (ex-military unit) 
I picked a NOS 4CX1000 at a ham fest for $200 and the unit appears to work 
okay with no other work necessary. 


Caveat Emptor... 


Phil Mills, AB5TH 
pmills@cyberhouse.com 
713-482-2763 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: Sean McCarthy <smccarth@macomb.1lib.mi.us> 

Subject: For Trade: SCR-283(BC-430/429) 

Message-ID: <Pine.A32.3.91.950918212625 .37987A-100000@macomb.1ib.mi.us> 


Well alot of you have responded to my query on the above radio set, and 
I've decided to trade them off. 


Here is exactally what I have: 
BC-AO-429 receiver s/n 920 


C-346 2500-4700kc coil set 
C-350 201-398kc and 4150-7700kc dual range coil set 


BC-AO-429 transmitter s/n 807 (What a s/n!) 

C-355 6200-7700kc coil set 

BC-AO-231 radio control box 

Original operation/installation manual for the SCR-283 radio set 
and a C-275 6200-7700kc tx coil set for a BC-AN-230 


The units are in very good condition and appear unaltered except the 
C-275 coil which is a little grungy. 


I bought these so I could have an example of military communications 
gear in the shack. I probably won't get around to making them play, 
and lots of you out here are into this stuff, so you can have ‘em. 


I have no idea what their worth, but unless I can get a CV-157/591 or 

a solid state TransOcianic for them, I'd like a WWII receiver that I can 
"plug and play". My neighbor has a receiver that runs off 110VAC he says 
was "just like the one he used on his ship" TCS or something? Whats a 
BC-348 go for? What have you got? Whats fair? 


I'm easy, 
Sean 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com 

Subject: FS Central Elec. 20A and VFO 

Message-ID: <950918190419_102652576@mail06.mail.aol.com> 


Hi Fellow BAers 


I have a special transmitter and vfo package I am listing for a friend. He's 
had it for a while and has asked me to sell it for him. It is a Central 
Electronics 20A and the matching 458 VFO. This transmitter does 160 through 
10 meters AM SSB or CW. The VFO has the 10 meter option installed. It is 
designed to work as an exciter for the big linear that CE made or you can use 
it as a rreansmitter. It not real big and is neat to look at. These two are 
in nice shape and have been in use recently. I have with them the manuals 
and will ship both pieces for $110.00. He would prefer not to split them up. 
Let me know here or on the phone 616-677-3706. 


Thanx 


KIM 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Mikhael Brown <mikhael@hpcmmp13.sj.hp.com> 


Subject: FS SX-140/HT-40 
Message-ID: <199509191634.AA122178472@hpcmmp13.sj.hp.com> 


I have an SX-140 receiver and the matching HT-40 transmitter 
for sale. Both are in good condition and working. I also will 
include copies of the manuals for both. I am asking $200 shipped for 
both. I also have original manuals for $15 each. 


If interested, contact me either via phone at (510) 505-5582 
or e-mail, mikhael@hpcmmp13.sj.hp.com. 


Mike N6WIG 


mikhael@hpcmmp13.sj.hp.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: FT-243 / HC-6/U crystals wanted, Novice freqs 
Message-ID: <9509190832.AA01068@kal1i> 


I am currently a rock-bound Novice. Does anyone have any 
FT-243 ox HC-6/U (metal can) style crystals in the 80 or 40m Novice 
bands to sell me? I'd pay a good price. 


And along those lines, I heard rumors that Jan now charges $25 for 
FT-243s. Any better/quicker suppliers out there? I have heard 

C-W crystals is inexpensive but I've also heard they take a 

while. 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


P.S. Yes, I have a VFO, but I have to repair that, too! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Damon Z Cassell <dcassell@lynx.dac.neu.edu> 

Subject: Re: FT-243 / HC-6/U crystals wanted, Novice freqs 
Message-ID: <199509191332.JAA24191@lynx.dac.neu.edu> 


> I am currently a rock-bound Novice. Does anyone have any 
> FT-243 or HC-6/U (metal can) style crystals in the 80 or 40m Novice 
> bands to sell me? I'd pay a good price. 


And along those lines, I heard rumors that Jan now charges $25 for 
FT-243s. Any better/quicker suppliers out there? I have heard 

C-W crystals is inexpensive but I've also heard they take a 

while. 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


VV VV VV VV 


Yes, Jan charges $25 for crystals in an FT-243 can, but they also sell 
HC-17 crystals, which are simply a different style can, but same pin 
spacing, for $11. The HC-17 will work fine in place of an FT-243. 

The only difference is that the HC-17 is a slightly smaller, sealed 
enclosure whereas the FT-243 can be readily opened up. 


I've ordered quite a few HC-17s and been quite happy with them. 


1-800-JAN-XTAL but you probably knew that. 


Damon Cassell, WU1T 
dcassell@lynx.dac.neu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

Subject: Hammarlund Grille Cloth ?? 

Message-ID: <199509191550.LAA06564@altair.cs.unc.edu> 


Anyone know where to get some grille cloth for the S-200 speaker 
(the bigger one for the HQ-170/180) ?? 


thanks 
Nick KD4CPL 
nick@cs.unc.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Heath VF-1 power supply 

Message-ID: <9509181547 .AAQ03601@bock.ih.att.com> 


Having built and used a VF-1 back in early ‘60s with DX-40, 

I'm pretty sure this neat little box included its own VR-105 or VR-150 tube. 
If it's 105, you might even be able to skip the voltage doubler and 

run the badk-to-bakc RatShack xfrmers thru a straight diode bridge 


or half-wave diode. If you reduce the series resistor inthe VF-1 regulator. 


As for solid-stating VFOs, someone did that to the PTO in my second R390A 
and in terms of sensititivy (ie, output) and linearity it is at least 
as good as my "stock" R390A. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: Heath VF-1 power supply 

Message-ID: <199509190729 .CAA28274@zoom.bga.com> 


As Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com said 


Having built and used a VF-1 back in early ‘60s with DX-40, 

I'm pretty sure this neat little box included its own VR-105 or VR-150 tube. 
If it's 105, you might even be able to skip the voltage doubler and 

run the badk-to-bakc RatShack xfrmers thru a straight diode bridge 

or half-wave diode. If you reduce the series resistor inthe VF-1 regulator. 


VV VV VV WV 


When it comes to small transformers, Mouser has just added some new 
Magnetek units that go 115 to 230 volts center-tapped. They also have 
some 115/230 volt primary units that go to 6 or 12 volts. I have one 
of these powering a WV97A VoltOhmyst----the one primary carries all the 
primary current, and the second primary is used for B+. It is running 
at about half the wattage rating, because half the primary is not 
connected to the input, but is instead providing output---microamps, in 
the case of the VTVM. 


With diodes like the 1N400x type so small and inexpensive, you can use 
a 230 volt secondary to get 300 volts by wiring in a bridge rectifier 
instead of a full-wave. I sketched out a little circuit this afternoon 
taking advantage of the idea that with cheap silly-cone diodes, I can 
get +300, +150, and -150 all off one 230VCT winding. 


Note that these voltages are not 1.41 times the peak, but are cut down 
a bit to allow for RC filtering. The peaks are around 162 volts ona 
115 volt winding, and 314 on a 230 volt winding. 


If you are going to use two transformers, rather than buying a pair of 
115 to 6 volt jobs, why not buy a x*xrealx* stepup transformer and use 
the 6 volt current for lighting toobs. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Heath VF-1 power supply 

Message-ID: <9509191617 .AAQ03835@bock.ih.att.com> 


About silly-cone diodes: Many years ago I homebrewed a little supply 
for a Multi-Elmac mobile rx that I was giving to a college girl who 
was getting her Novice. I tried both choke-input and capacitor-input 
filters, but no matter what I did, the diodes would blow out 

whenever the AC was turned off, or maybe on. 


I figured it was switching transient spikes causing the trouble 
on these 1000-PIV diodes, and maybe a netowkr of caps around them 
would keep them alive. 


But I was getting tired of trips to RatShack for more diodes, 

and the chassis I was using had another tube socket free (one was already 
taken by a VR-150 for the Elmac's oscillator plate), so I put in 

a reliable technolgy, aka 5Y3. No more problems, and by graduation 

she had her Advanced, a Ten-Tec, and was saving up for a Yaesu. 


OTOH even before that I made a plug-in 5U4 replacement module 

for my 129X -- two 1000V diodes and a couple of series resistors, 
apropos of the discussion here a few months ago. Never had any troulb 
with that, wonder why. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: wlfuqu00@service1.uky.edu (Bill Fuqua) 

Subject: Heathkit HO-5404 manual 

Message-ID: <199509191410.KAA19343@service1.uky.edu> 


I still need a HO-5404 heathkit station monitor( panadapter) manual. 


Anyone got this one? It seems that this one was almost finished. Last bits of 
cable was being installed when the kit-builder stopped. 


73 
Bill ko4ww 


William L. Fuqua III P.E. 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 
CP-177 Chem. Phys. Bldg. 

University of Kentucky 

Lexington, Ky 40506-0055 

E-mail WLFUQUOO@POP.UKY.EDU 


Phone (606) 257-4155 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: Re: high currents across the key 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950918193927 .19943B-100000@iglou> 


I used a Johnsons Valliant on cw for some years. This beast was a bug 
eater. After just a few months, my bug contacts were worn to a frazzel. 
I've since taken the file to them. This rig has over 300 volts across the 
key. Don't use it on your favorite bug. Reed relays that can handle that 
much voltage can be purchased. Simply use one between the bug and key 
input. Get the necessary voltqge from the filament supply. 


My Viking 2 had much lower voltage but still drew a small spark across 
the bug contacts. This caused a "mushy sound" on the cw note. I tried 
various RC networks and finally ended up using a small reed relay to key 
the vfo. I mounted the relay with a touch of cement under the chassis of 
the vfo and got the voltage from the filament line. I rectified and 
filtered it with very small comonents. They key was now free of sparks 
since it had only 6vdc and very low current on it. Reports also improved 
and most folks thought I was running a modern rig! 


Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: berg stephen erik <z931086@corn.cso.niu.edu> 

Subject: Re: high currents across the key 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509181907 .C28181-0100000@corn.cso.niu.edu> 


My Hallicrafters TO keyer uses a mercury wetted relay for keying. The 
manual has a chart listing values for a re circuit to protect the relay 
contacts. I know my Knight t-60 used cathode keying and threw a spark at 
the key contacts. Fortunately, my Johnson SpeedX straight key survived 
that rig, (and quite a few others) and those quarter inch contacts are 
still soldiering on after 30 years. 


73, 


Steve WA9JML 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: "Clarke, Tom" <TCLARKE@ist.ucf.edu> 

Subject: RE: high currents across the key 

Message-ID: <305EAF8E@ist_smtp.ist.ucf.edu> 


I got a BA code practice oscillator and after checking the circuit, decided 
I didn't like what it put on the key. 

I went to radio shack and got a 5 volt reed relay and aa 4-cell AA battery 
holder. Reed relay contacts to xmitter/CPO and battery in series with key 
and reed relay coil, calmed my worries. I forget the rating of the reed 
relay 

but it was high enough for most things I think. 

It's fast enough for my novice attempts at code anyway. 

Tom Clarke, KE4VFH 

Hi all...I have been reading with immense satisfaction some great 
homebrew/tube rigs I would like to build....I am a little bothered 

by the current/voltages that are being sent accross the key.... 

..l would be interested in a small, in-conspicuous black box 


73's  Stan...VE7SKT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: "Turini, Bill" <turinib@wdni.com> 

Subject: HP 608C Manual for sale 

Message-ID: <199509191628.AA04067@interlock.wdni.com> 


OK BAers, I'm still cleaning out after moving to the Northwest. Whoever 
moved from New Mexico to the Southeast had nothing on me. The wife said 
that we had over 26,000 lbs, and we sold all the furniture before we left 
Michigan. 

Anyway, found a manual for a piece of BA test gear: 


Operation and Maintenance Handbook 
for 


Model 608C 


VHF Signal Generator 


Serial 174 and Above 


it's a photocopy, and looks complete with a lot of Errata pages. Probably 
is close to 75 pages. Yours for only $18, shipped. 


Bill Turini KA4GAV/7 turinib@wdni.com 
(360) 825-1167 


PS I will be on travel from 9/22 to 10/2, so if you don't get a response, 
be patient. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: MIT report - Sept 95 

Message-ID: <9509190230.AA00796@kali> 


MIT FLEA REPORT 
SEPT. 1995 


OR, 
How to modify your ARC-5 into a sled! 


I went to the MIT flea in Cambridge, MA, today (9/17/95), 
despite the rain. I was in the market for a few simple parts to build 
a longwave antenna tuner for a friend, and so I brought the umbrella 
and had a reasonable time... 


Boatanchor report: 


Drake T-4X and AC-4, original manual Clean, $150 
Hammarlund HQ-110 Clean, ??? sold 
National HFS, doghouse supply, all coils Dirty/working $125 
National NC-188, empty NC-300 spkr cab 2??? 

Halli S-38C, fairly clean 2??? 

Collins R-392, w/power conn, smooth tuning $200 

A.R.C. BC-457 tx (4-5.3), many mods, supply $35 

A.R.C. T-19/ARC-5 (3.0-4.0), unmodified $25 

2?? I-177 tube tester $25 

Johnson Ranger I $200 

National NCX-1000 front panels, new 2??? there every month 


I am curious about that National HFS VHF super-regenerative 
receiver. Moore doesn't show it -- what was the date of manufacturer? 
It was rather dirty but was complete and the seller claimed he 


tried it out last weekend on 160 Mc and it worked -- he heard some 
paging systems. Is $125 a good price? 


I bought the T-19 (BC-696?) myself. It is in very good shape, 
and I was shocked that it was unmodified. It had a broken 1625, the 
cover over the 1625s is missing, and the front panel has a slight 
dent at the antenna terminal...all easily repairable. The date on 
the back is 3-44. I'd like very much to put this on the air, so please 
yack away. I don't think the listmembers mind ARC-5 talk. I am also 
wondering what that cover plate looks like (does it have a label 
on top?). Anyone on the net got one? Let me know condition and 
price. I would also consider buying a 3-6 Mc BC-454 receiver 
in nice shape. Oh, I also hear one of those pesky ball bearings 
rolling around the bottom of the set; we'll see what it fell out 
of when I open things up. 


Fear not, I do NOT intend to modify this command set! 


I just dug out all the ARC-5 referenced issues of Electric 
Radio (numbers 4, 8, 11, 12, 74, and 75) and intend to peruse them 
tonight. 


Other things I bought... An HC-6/U crystal for 7105.55 kc, 
which will see duty in the 2-NT... A 110V Dow-Key relay for $25... 
A nice condition '65 ARRL Handbook and some other ARRL books for 
$20... That's about it. Hey, on the Dow-key: if I were to add a 
fuse in the AC line, what's a good value to use? I don't know how 
much that coil draws. 


Oh, and the sled bit? On the way back to the Kendall 
subway station, I managed to slip on the wet subway stairs 
and ride down four or five of them, express style. I didn't 
damage the ARC-5 or anything else; they were in a backpack 
padded with aforementioned books. I really do prefer travelling 
by armchair! 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: MIT report - Sept 95 

Message-ID: <9509191602.AA03809@bock.ih.att.com> 


About the National HFS set: Moore does have some pretty 
tight rules about what gets into his country club. 
Has to be superhet (no SW-3 or Super Wasp or [super-] regens) 


and has to include some part of the HF spectrum (160 to 10m). 


So your HFS loses on two counts. And we don't see the Clegg Interceptor 
VHF rx, but we do see most of the Halli sets since they go down 
to 28 MC or so. 


A little book I have that I can look in for you is "A Flick of the Switch." 

While dealing mostly with consumer radios, it has chapters for Ham and military 
sets. I recall a little superregen National with a big PW dial and about 3 little 
knobs, really cute and funny looking, like a baby with a big head. 


Nothing from National wold surprise me if it sat untouched in a damp 
basement for 40 years and then worked the first time you plugged it in. 


BTW, I have a nice little wood & leather cased Loktal tube Motorola portable 
BC set, that made a fine sled when I took a ride down my basement stairs. 
Didn't even mess up the alignment. I dimly remember the Kendall station 

and wouldn't want to try it there :-) 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Duncan Cadd <dcadd@luc.ac.be> 

Subject: more morse 

Message-ID: <9509191119 .AA26778@alpha.luc.ac.be> 


Greetings, All. 

Pardon my blushes, u umlaut somehow came out as w, which it isn't. The 
(hopefully) correct version should be ..-- 8-] (two dots, two dashes, OK.) 
73, 

Duncan ON9CHU / GQOUTY G-QRP 8117 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 

From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: more morse 

Message-ID: <9509191624.AA03850@bock.ih.att.com> 

OK on u" being ..-- 

THat answers my response questions, 


except your e' is .-.. which is L in USA. 


Let the Morse be with you, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Duncan Cadd <dcadd@luc.ac.be> 

Subject: Re: morse (fwd) 

Message-ID: <9509191100.AA23995@alpha.luc.ac.be> 


Greetings, Anchorites, from a bright and sunny Diepenbeek in N.E. Belgium! 


From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 


Speaking of the "dash plauged" COntinental (radio CW) code, 
does anyone know why 'J' is didahdahdah instead of either 
dididahdah or didahdidah? Were those two shorter sequences 
taken for some extra letters in foreigh alphabets? 

Or someobody just asleep at the key? 73, mike k w9nrd 


VVVVVV VV 


Yes, those two are taken! The Euromorse version has at least six additional 
characters to keep the foreigners happy. These are: 


--.-- which is the Spanish n with a ~ over it 

.-.. which is e acute e/ 

.-.- which is a umlaut i.e. a couple of dots over it 
.-- which is u umlaut 

---. which is o umlaut 

and finally, 

.--.- which is a grave a\ 


The Russians and Japanese have of course their own versions . 


133 


Duncan ON9SCHU / GOUTY G-QRP 8117 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: morse (fwd) 

Message-ID: <9509191622 .AA03845@bock.ih.att.com> 


Thanks very much! 
I didn't see ..-- in your list, tho. 


Also .-.. is already L, and .-- is W. 


Let the Morse be with you -- 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Stan Skelton <sskelton@cln.etc.bc.ca> 

Subject: Motorola power FET's 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509191004.C747-0100000@sparky> 


Hi Scott..... re: that query about dampening down the current 
/voltage across the key contacts in tube rigs....... 
Yes! I would very much like some specs on suitable 
Motorola TMOS devices....(A schematic or 2 would also 
be appreciated)....I know it's not strictly "original" 
equipment, but I would very much like to build that 
"small black box" to intercede between the high voltages 
and my key..... I assume that it would also allow an 
automatic keyer to function with tube devices as well... 


13” Sis f065-0 Stan VE7SKT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 

From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net> 

Subject: NC 98, anyone ever used one? 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950918141458 .9478B-100000@parsifal.nando.net> 


I have a chance to get one reasonably (I think) 
anyone ever own one of these? 
Best 73/john 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel .com> 

Subject: RE: NC 98, anyone ever used one? 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.950919114458. grant@nq5t.gtetel.com> 


On Tue, 19 Sep 1995 10:43:37 -0500 (CDT) johnmb wrote: 
> 

>I have a chance to get one reasonably (I think) 
>anyone ever own one of these? 


No, but it was the (then) delicious looking receiver in the ham shack 


illustrations, along with a Harvey-Wells Bandmaster, in the book that got me 
interested in ham radio in the first place. The book was called "There's 
Adventure in Electronics", published in 1956 by Popular Mechanics Press. 


Of course, it all started when the kid next door tried to figure out where 
all that interference on the TV set was coming from .... :-) 


Grant/NQ5T 


Grant Youngman 
gyoungma@gstetel.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: RANDY@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu 

Subject: now here's a choice 

Message-ID: <1ABA9B20E8D@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu> 


Dear folks, 


A deal started brewing at the last hamfest and I would like some sage 
council. 


A person who knows I have a pretty nice, high s/n stock 75A4 with 
spinner knob is offering to trade straight across for a National HRO-500 
in super electrical and mechanical condition. The National is of course 
not a tube BA, but I think it is a good receiver none-the-less, quite 
stunning in appearance, and probably a lot more rare than the 75A4 (read 
less easily found again). 


So what's the collective opinion out there? Go? no go? 


=Randy= 
WB6MAT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 

From: berg stephen erik <z931086@corn.cso.niu.edu> 

Subject: Re: now here's a choice 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509191434 .C15230-0100000@corn.cso.niu.edu> 


I used a HRO500 briefly a few years ago. It was on loan from work. It 
was in need of alignment, and I understand that procedure is a real 


bear. I used it on 30 meters and tuned around on the other bands. The 
performance on cw was fairly good, and on ssb was quite good. It seemed 
about as sensitive on 10 meters as my NCX-5. I wouldn't mind having a 
HRO-500, but I wouldn't swap my HRO-50T1 even up for one. I have never 
used a 75a4, so cannot comment on a comparison. Rumor has it that the 
gods would strike dead anyone who would part with a ***xCOLLINS«**x for any 
other (lesser of course) brand of equipment. Perhaps someone who has 
experience with that lofty marque could comment on the performance levels 
of such a 75a4. From my experience, HRO-500's are quite rare. Again, I 
cannot speak on ***xCOLLINSx** prices or quantities. 


73, 
Steve WA9JML 


HRO-50T1, NC-300, NC-270, NCX-5, NCX-3, in the collection, but never owned a 
single **x*xCOLLINS*** product! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: wOogh@ix.netcom.com (Larry Godek) 

Subject: PRO-310 

Message-ID: <199509191754 .KAA12293@1ix4.ix.netcom.com> 


Anyone notice the Hammarlund PRO-310 in ER this month? Well if you 
missed it, I have heard another ham locally is going to sell his 
PRO-310 next month is ER. Keep tuned for the latest developements..... 


Larry WOOGH@ix.netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com 

Subject: RE>RE- high currents across 

Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS> 


RE>RE: high currents across the key 9/19/95 
I hate to mention the obvious, but has anyone considered using a power FET? 
They are available with breakdown voltages in excess of 1000V, If anyone is 
interested, I will post some suitable Motorola TMOS device specs. 


73, Scott KC7BGE 


Hi all...I have been reading with immense satisfaction some great 


homebrew/tube rigs I would like to build....I am a little bothered 
by the current/voltages that are being sent accross the key.... 
.I would be interested in a small, in-conspicuous black box 


73's  Stan...VE7SKT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 

From: "Robert M. Bratcher Jr." <bratcher@krypton.netropolis.net> 
Subject: Swap meets needed! 

Message-ID: <199509181839.SAA12377@krypton.netropolis.net> 


Anybody know of hamfests or swap meets in the Harris County (Houston TX) 
area? Where are they (directions) and when do they start? Also can anyone 
give me TX ham convention info? 


Robert M. Bratcher Jr. 
E-mail to: 
bratcher@netropolis.ner 
Beam me up Scotty! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: thaake@bsm2ee1.attmail.com (thaake) 

Subject: T-368 VFO help 

Message-ID: <PMX-TERM-2.02-bsm2ee1-thaake-120> 


Anchorites, 


I went to the Peoria, Il. Hamfest saturday and came home with alot of stuff. 
My best prize is the VFO/driver unit out of a T-368. I picked it up fora 
Spare. Fair Radio sold them a couple of years ago without the 9000 (?) driver 
tube. Question #1. Someone told me a year ago or more that there is a sweep 
tube that will fit the socket but it will have to be rewired. Any ideas on 
that one or possibly should I consider using a 2E26 or 6146?? 


Question #2. I unloaded everything in my garage after I got back. Trying to 
carry to much in one load I accidentally tore open a "stress ballon" and the 
contents poured in the vfo assembly. How I managed to do that and how they 

are related is best left up to a incoherent description of events by another 


family member (diplomacy here). What is that stuff?? Looked like sand but it 
isn't. Seems to be lighter than sand but looks like plain old river sand. 

I inspected another one and after opening it up the contents looked like sand 
again but was a much finer grit. I tied it shut and used it, then I cleaned 
the vfo. Both (vfo and stress ballon) survived the day. Any ideas on sand 
that isn't? 


Thanks, 


Tim WAOTSY 
thaake@bsm2ee1.attmail.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com 

Subject: RE>T-368 VFO help 

Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS> 


RE>T-368 VFO help 9/19/95 
The 6000 can be repaced directly with a 25AV5, and a 6AV5 can be used if you 
can give it 6.3 volts. BTW, if anyone is interested, I have 50 NOS 6AV5's I 
would be willing to sell for $5 ea. 


D Question #1. Someone told me a year ago or more that there is a sweep 
tube that will fit the socket but it will have to be rewired. Any ideas on 
that one or possibly should I consider using a 2E26 or 6146?? 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: TDZ crystals -- anyone need them? 

Message-ID: <9509190940.AA01129@kali> 


I recently saw a case for (I believe) TDZ transmitter (transceiver?) 
crystals. I may be able to get back to the dealer next month. 

These were crystals of the same spacing as an HC-6/U but only 

half the height, in the 4-6 MHz range, I believe. The case had 

some HC-6 ones mixed in, and was perhaps 3/4 full. I can get it 

for $20, I think. Anyone have TDZ and want to take a chance? 


--Andy 


wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Tek 575 info needed 

Message-ID: <199509190739.CAA28721@zoom.bga.com> 


I brought up the Tek 575 I bought at the Austin hamfest last month. 
Lovely box, and clean as a whistle inside and out. The only things 
wrong with it are that the plastic feet that Tek started using in the 
late sixties were all broken off, and one of the black plastic bat 
handles for the lever switches is missing. This box really doesn't 
look as though it has had much use. 


This is a unit with the Mod 122C diode test feature. How do you work 
that thing? I see that there is a separate position on the collector 
volts switch for it, and a pushbutton. But which way do you hook the 
diode, and what does it display? Also, will this thing work with small 
Signal diodes like 1N34 and 1N914, or is it only for big beefy 
rectifier-type jobbies. I know how to work the rest of the thing, but 
am not familiar with the Mod 122C setup. 

KAKKAIKKKAIKK KAKA KKKK KAKA KAKA KAKA KAKA KKKAKKEKAKKEKAKERAKRERERERE 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KAKA KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 

Subject: Re: Tek 575 info needed 

Message-ID: <199509191128.EAA25020@desiree.teleport.com> 


>To: vancleef@bga.com 

>From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 

>Subject: Re: Tek 575 info needed 

>Cc: boatcnchors@theporch.com 

> 

>>I brought up the Tek 575 I bought at the Austin hamfest last month. 
>>Lovely box, and clean as a whistle inside and out. The only things 
>>wrong with it are that the plastic feet that Tek started using in the 
>>late sixties were all broken off, and one of the black plastic bat 
>>handles for the lever switches is missing. This box really doesn't 

>>look as though it has had much use. 

> 

>The same anti-slide plastic feet that were used on late 575s were also used 
on a bunch of Tektronix computer terminal equipment. A whole lot of old Tek 


computer terminals go into the dumpster every day as they are practially 
worthless on the surplus market. If you can find one of these, you can 
probably get it for free for hauling it away, steal the feet off of it and 
either part out the rest of it or toss it. I know it seems like a shame to 
destroy perfectly good old boatanchors (even if they are computer 
boatanchors) but I have never met anyone who collects old Tek terminals and 
peripherals. If you can't find them locally, a friend of mine is storing 
some of that antique stuff in a rental storage unit and I bet I could get 
him to sell you the feet off of one 3 or 4 bucks each. Let me know. 

> 

>I think I can provide you with a black plastic bat handle in good shape. I 
have to look. 

> 

>>This is a unit with the Mod 122C diode test feature. How do you work 
>>that thing? I see that there is a separate position on the collector 
>>volts switch for it, and a pushbutton. But which way do you hook the 
>>diode, and what does it display? Also, will this thing work with small 
>>signal diodes like 1N34 and 1N914, or is it only for big beefy 
>>rectifier-type jobbies. I know how to work the rest of the thing, but 
>>am not familiar with the Mod 122C setup. 

> 

>The pushbutton is there so you will have your finger on it instead of on 
the diode you are testing. You can get bit real good on 1.5 KV. You hook 
the diode under test from ground to the collector terminal on either the 
left or right side. If I remember right, the 122C Mod when used in the 1.5 
KV position puts out AC, or both polarities simaltaneously. The display 
will show what it always shows: a graph of voltage on the horizontal axis vs 
current on the vertical axis. If you energize the diode test with no diode 
installed, you should have a dot in the center of the screen with the 
Collector Volts control fully ccw. As you increase Collector Volts, the dot 
should become a horizontal line extending both left and right of center 
indicating the presence of voltage and no current. If you had a diode 
installed (say a 600 volt PIV, 1 amp power diode) the display would either 
be two horizontal lines extending right and up simulataneously or left and 
down simultaneously indicating conduction in one polarity of the applied AC 
and open in the other. Since you are applying AC to the diode, it does not 
matter which end you connect to the ground terminal and which end you 
connect to the collector terminal. If you don't like the display appearing 
in the lower left quadrant of the CRT, turn the diode around and the display 
will appear in the upper right quadrant. The trick here is to keep slowly 
increasing the voltage on the diode until it starts to conduct in both 
directions. For a 600 volt PIV diode, that should be somewhere above 600 
volts. You will need to limit the amount of current the diode can draw by 
cranking in some Collector Limiting Resistance (10 or 20K ohms should do it 
if I remember right). You will need to set the Vertical switch to a fairly 
sensitive current value so you can see when the diode just starts to draw a 
few milliamps in the reverse direction. At this point, the diode is 
actually into reverse breakdown and you can melt it down real easy if it 


draws more than a few milliamps. It would be a good idea to try this out 
first with a diode you can afford to lose! Putting a good diode into 
reverse breakdown is a non-destructive test as long as the current is 
limited. If the display suddenly goes to a horizontal straight line, the 
diode went open. If the display suddently goes to a vetical straight line, 
you guessed it, shorted diode. If you want to know what a shorted diode 
looks like, try testing a piece of copper wire. If you had a whole box of 
diodes and you wanted to match them for reverse breakdown characteristics so 
you can series them up for a big high voltage power supply and be reasonably 
sure each one will take the same abuse, the 575 122C is a great instrument 
to use. What do you suppose a leaky diode would look like? The answer is 
somewhere between open and shorted or a display somewhere between horizontal 
and vertical like maybe a 45 degree angle. Leaky diodes are sometimes tough 
to find if all you have is an ohm meter. They show up clear as crystal ona 
575. 

> 

>Yes, you can check 1N34s and all the rest of your diodes on your 575 122C. 
The 122C mod adds capability to the normal instrument and deletes nothing. 
You don't need the 122C Mod to check 1N34s or most other small signal diodes. 
> 

>What you really need is a copy of the Tektronix "Concept Book" called 
"Semiconductor Device Measurements". Unfortunately they are out of print 
and are kind of scarce on the surplus market. Deane Kidd, W7TYR, asked Tek 
for permission to put that and the other 20 or so Tek Concepts Books on a CD 
ROM and he was denied. It was too much trouble for them to deal with the 
issue so it was easier for them to just say no than to consider the impact 
it might have on them! Sort of a "we won't do it and you can't either" 
attitude. Thanks alot Tek. 

> 

>There was a manual insert that addresses the 122C Mod which is 8 pages 
long. One cover page, one operating instructions, one adjustment procedure, 
two parts list, and three schematics. I have this on microfiche and can 
make you a copy at my local library if you want. 25 cents per page plus 
postage. Let me know. I actually have the entire Mod Summary for the 575 
on microfiche (191 pages!) if you ever want to know the entire history of 
its evolution. Your 575 sounds like one of the last ones built so it 
probably has everything important in it already. 

>If it was an early one, like mine, the Mod Summary would tell you how to 
upgrade it. 

> 

>I LOVE my 575. Wish it had a 122C Mod in it! By the way, Tek used to 
build a kit to install the 122C mod in instruments in the field. The kit 
part number was 040-0276-00 and I know there must be one floating around out 
there somewhere just waiting to be installed in my 575! It's on my wish list. 
> 

>Again, if I am too wordy or this is not appropriate for the boatanchors 
list, set me straight. 

>>-- 


POKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKA 
>>Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
POKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKA 
>> 

>> 

>Stan W7NI@teleport.com 

> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 09:55:00 1995 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 

Subject: Very, very VLF 

Message-ID: <SA39+FBTLka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil> 


This isn't exactly BA stuff, but the threads about VLF brought back some 
memories. Back in the early 70s, when I was in college taking Physics, the 
department had an earth field mill set up on the roof of the science building, 
as well as earth current measuring equipment. The field mill on the roof 
basically was a set of rotating segmented plates like a very large variable 
capacitor, motor driven, constituting a chopper on the front end of an amp 
which fed a chart recorder. The earth current probes (metal rods sunk in the 
ground) also fed an amp and chart recorder. One could correlate the two and 
confirm storms far away, including hurricanes on occasion (we were in 
Minnesota). Earth currents did strange things if there was an earthquake or 
an underground nuclear test anywhere, not necessarily just in the US. The 
chart recorders we used were the heavy old Esterline-Angus types, and the 
maximum slew rate of the pen was maybe 2-3 Hz... I never saw anything 
faster than that, and now I wish we'd had the means of recording faster 
events. Who knows what we might have seen, especially considering the 
Navy's VLF submarine comm facility in nearby Michigan (was it running 
then?). But anyway, enough diversion, now back to real boatanchor 
matters........ 
73, John Martin 

jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: WS #18 Benefactor, Where Are You? 

Message-ID: <950919150029_71333.144_DHQ67-5@CompuServe. COM> 


I posed this before, but I will try again: 


Someone on this list sent me a manual for my Wireless Set #18. Many thanks. 
But you failed to include your return address which I would like to 

have because I have something I want to send you. 

Also thanks for the nice picture of you in your shack. Now if I just 


knew who you were!! 
Thanks. 

Don, N3RHT 

71333 .144@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Sep 19 15:57:00 1995 
From: Duncan Cadd <dcadd@luc.ac.be> 

Subject: yet more morse 

Message-ID: <9509191348 .AA21233@alpha.luc.ac.be> 


Hi All. 


This is getting REALLY embarrassing. Must have sticky fingers today. Yes, 
thanks Jack, e acute is not the same as L, it's ..-.. I'd like to claim the 
emailer did it both times (u umlaut and e acute both have two initial .. ) 
but I doubt if this crowd is going to believe me 8-} 


Well, you can always try . 


--.-- n witha ~ 
.7-.. @ acute 
7.7 a umlaut 
.-- U umlaut 
---. o umlaut 
.--.- a grave 


There. Let's see it foul that one up (again) 8-] I've triple checked that and 
it's right. 


There was a posting earlier asking what we foreigners get up to etc, well, 
when I'm not making typographical errors all over the place, and when I'm back 
in the UK, I like using the RA17, it's one of those radios which simply using 
it, twiddling dials and turning knobs which actually require physical effort, 
is pleasurable in itself, whilst the tuning is sooo0o0 smooth, it has inertia - 
a bit different from the usual endless 360 degree rotary position encoder on 
modern rigs which have dial-up friction at best, which is not the same thing 
at all. Then I like homebrewing, found a bag of old WW2 tubes in the attic 
which I had some fun with, I'm currently hoping to put together, some time 
after Christmas, a simple regen rx/xtal tx using 1.4V filament battery valves. 
It's possible to get neat stacks of NiCd button cells, 8.4V @ 170mA/H or 6V @ 
280mA/H from RS Components (no, that's not Radio Shack, it's a UK company which 
has outposts all over the place, just to add to the confusion) which would 
make an excellent rechargeable B+ source for BA/P. Otherwise, if I can 


rejuvenate an old vibrator psu, I'll use that. 


I don't know any dyed-in-the-wool BAers, although several of my Ham friends 

do use older stuff (the Yaesu FT101 variants seem popular but not of course 
'wholly' hollow state 8-]) it's probably more frugal than classic. Tubes don't 
seem THAT scarce in the UK, most decent-sized rallies will see at least one 
table of useful stuff, occasionally you still see rarities like English 7-pin 
base valves. Favourite WW2 rigs are the 19 set, the RAF TX/RX paix the 

number of which is temporarily AWOL from my already smoking brain cell, but it 
has nice brightly-coloured knobs on the front so if you've seen one you'll 

know which one I mean. 


73, 


Duncan ON9CHU / GOUTY G-QRP 8117 


